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£700 or more & year in an attempt to keep
the mosquitoes in check. I hope that with
the co-operation of the City Couneil we shall
be able (o carry out the admirable scheme
for the reclamation of the foreshore. The
Minister for Works has taken a keen and
enthusiastic interest in the matter and I hope
he may be retained in his present position
for many years to come so that he may be
able to give effect to the scheme.

On motion by Mr. Clydesdale, debate ad-
Jjourned.

LAPSED BILL—RESTORATION,
Couneil’'s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read requesting the Assembly, in accordance
with the Standing Orders relating to lapsed
Bills, to resume consideration of the Bills
of Sale Act Amendment Bill.

On motion by Mr. Taylor, ordered That
consideration of the Council’s message be
made an Order of the Day for the next sit-
ting of the House.

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 20th August, 1925.
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The PRESIRENT taok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., ard read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day—.lmendment.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. DUFFELL (Meircpolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.361: I desire to subseribe to the
views so ably expressed by the T.eader of
the House at the opening of the session
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with regard to the lamented departure of
one of our number, Mr. Greiz. No words
of mine could be more fitting than those
uttered by the Leader of the Houge, and I
shall not attempt fo improve upon them.
The same remark applies to the welcome
extended by vartous members to Mr.
Glasheen. To judge by Mr. Glasheen’s able
speech of last week, much may be expected
from the new member. The speeches al-
ready made on the motion before the Chair
have heen interesting and instruetive, and
it mizht be said that during the debate we
have travelled from Dan to Beersheba. All
sorts of complaints and all sorts of require-
ments have been voiced, and every member
has viewed the sitwation from his own par-
tieular standpoint. This is only what might
he expected from a debate on a motion of
such elasticity as that under consideration.
No douht those who in the first instance
granfed such a wide range of ground to be
travelled over were wise in their genera-
tion. The Address-in-reply enables mem-
hers to forecast fthe requirements of (heir
provinces for the information of the Gov-
ernment.  Unless I, as a representative of
the Metropolitan-Suburban Province, raise
my voice on the same subjeet, it will he
assumed that there is nothing whatever re-
quired in my provinee, but that everything
in the parden is lovely. The Governor's
Speech makes early veference to the State’s
finaneial position. Hon. members have ex-
pressed their individual views as to what
has led to lhe success achieved. Amongst
other things it has hbeen claimed that the
very substantial reduetion of the defieit dur-
ing the past 12 months is the immediate
result of the progressive poliey of group
seitlement initiated by Sir James Mlitehell.
I shall not say that it is not so, but I feel
hound to express my views, so that my con-
stituents will know exactly where I stand
on the finmmcial question. 1 have no hesi-
tation in expressing my conviction that the
success achieved is attributable chiefiy to
the forezight of Sir James Mitehell in open-
ing up the eastern wheat helt years ago.
Ris ortimism in that direction aroused en-
thusiasmn amongst people in city avocations,
many of whom went inte the country and
hegan gzrowing wheat, That faet, combined
with the hountiful season and the good prices
realised for wheat and wool, explained the
financial improvement. 1 was glad to hear



(22 Avcust, 1925.]

similar views expressed by Mr. Glasbeen. 1t
1 well known that people who have re-
mained on the wheat areas fur any length
of time have made good, and now find them-
selves in a position very different from that
which thev would have occupied had they
adhered to their ety avoeations. In view
of the short time during which (he group
settlement schewe has been in operation, one
cannot expect it to bave as yet any visible
effect upon the finances of the State. The
Governor’s Speech makes prominent men-
tion of the subject of migration. Different
views have been expressed by hon. mem-
hers as to woys and means of placing
migranls on the land and as to the type
of men required. Tt is interesting to econ-
sider the varions opinions expressed as to
the proper type of migrant. Mr. Burvill
suggested that the men should have agri-
pultural traiving before they left the Old
Country.  No member to whom the eon-
ditions prevailing at Home are known eould
make such a sngoestion, Four years ago
it was my privilege to visit England, and
while there 1 went to various provinetal
towns and travelled north, south, east and
west. T had the opportunity of meecting
some of the men high in Imperial counsels,
and to exchange ideas with them on ihe
subject of migration. From the aspect of
secondary industries T said I could not offer
much encovragement for tradesmen fo come
here. T explained that Western Australin
was a country of magnificent distances, tre-
mendous areas, wonderful elimate, and good
seil, and possessed facilities for helping
those not well situated {o help themselves
from a financial aspeet. T said that the
men Western Australia was erying out for
were those who had heen engaged in aeri-
cultural pursuits, And how do vou think
I was uet? Tt was explained to me by men
in high jozitions that they had hundreds
of theuzands of wen who, as a result of the
war, were out of emjployment, and that, so
tar from singling out the few aceustomed to
agricultural pursuits, it was desire:dl to find
employment for all, even the artisan class.
It was said to me, “If you ean get a good
healthy type, such as our artisens, out theie
they will soon adapt themzelves to circum-
stances and niake good.” There is a greai
deal of truth in that statement, as confirmed
by Mr. Ewing, Mr. Willmott, and others,
when referrinr to the operations of some
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of the migrants. It is true thai some have
given up in despair and got back into the
¢ity and towns. That is only to be ex-
pecled; but, taking all things into consid-
@ration, it ean he said that the percentage
of those who have stuck to their task and
made zood will compare favourably with
the migranis in Canada or in any other
part of the British Dominions. I have nof
had a very large experience of those on
the group selllements in 1he South-West, but
[ have several times visited the Peel Estate.
Only a forinight ago T was again down on
that estate, and T visited Group 54. There
1 met settlers who had eome out from Lon-
don. Toiling on their blocks they were per-
fectly happy. They had had 13 inches
of roin during the previons three weeks.
T mention this that membhers may renlise
that ihe out-of-door conditions were not th=
most inviting. T asked one settler what he
thought of his changed position in life, and
he said, *T am quite satisfied. T am going
to make good.”

Hon. T. Moore: Ts he still on sustenance?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Yes, he is. I saw
iour others. They were engaged in clearing
and preparing the land for their erops. I
had a louk at their homes, spoke with their
wives and children, and found them all
contented and Thappy. Passing along
to another group I found a meeting
heing held of men who were desirous of
securing  hoszpital aceommodation for the
district, To show that they were willing to
help themselves, 369 families were contri-
huting 1s. Gd. per week towards the main-
tenance of the proposed hospital. It is
gratifving to be able to staie that, since
then, the Government have granted the re-
aquest and are about to build a hospital,
which those 700 families will maintain by
their contributions. Tt goes to show that
the migrants on the Peel Estate are endea-
vouring to make good, and are happy and
conteuled and altogether in a beiter posi-
tion than they would have been had they
remained in the (Hd Country. The future
of the group settlements is eausing anxicty,
not onlv to the one who formnlated the
sckeme, but also to those members of Par-
liament who were in the House when the
scheme was first launched. I remember
when we had a Bill before us providing for
a rallway from Pemberton to Denmark. The
Bill was not viewed favourably by a ma-
jority of the House, and eventually it
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found its way into the waste paper
basket amidst a howl from seme of those
responsible for group settlements. We
were informed by the Premier of the day,
Sir James Mitchell, that the railway was
part and parcel of his scheme, and that
unless he got the line the scheme in that
area would end in failure. Qf such im-
portance did he deem the railway that he
called a special meeting of Parliament to
give further consideration to the question.
We met, and we complied with his request,
feeling it to be our duty to help him to
achieve sucecess with the group settlement
scheme. But, judge of my surprise when, a
few nights ago, we were informed by Mr,
Stewart that not a tap had been done in
respect of that railway. I am still brimful
of hope that the group settlements will he
hrought to a fruitful and suecessful issue.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They owe us a lot
of money.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: That is true, but so
too did the men on the wheat belt in the
early days of its development. Yet they
have made good, as 1 have no doubt the
group settlers also will do. Group setfle-
ment is an experiment, but it is well worth
the risk, and T am quite sure it will walti-
mately meet with snccess,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The group settlers
bave a much harder fight than the wheat
grower had.

ITon. J. DUFFELL: The question of
snstenance for the group settlers will have
to receive the early consideration of the
Government, on whom will be the onus of
saying whether or not the system should be
perpetuated.

Hon. T. Moore: The day for a change is
long overdue.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I have closely con-
sidered the report of the Roval Commission
on group setttement. The Commissioners
travelled far and wide, eXamining all sorts
and conditions of men. They were no re-
specters of persons, but were out to do their
duty, and they did it well. T have not read
the evidenee taken before the Commission,
but I have carefully stndied the Commission’s
report. Tt contains some findings and re-
eommendaftions that, T hope, will be put into
effect. There is one finding to which I would
specially draw the Colonial Secretary’s atten-
tion. It has been commented upon in the
Press. There must be some virtze in it,
else the Press wonid not have singled it ont
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for comment. 1t is in the majority report,
and no exception is taken to it in the
minority report. The finding reads as fol-
lows :—

The sustenan¢e provisions of the scheme

have bad a demoralising effeet upon the set-
tlers, and have been the chief cause of the
high cost of group work.
T ean quite believe it. References have been
made in the Chamber to the demoralising
effect the dole system is having on the un-
employed in Great Britain, and so we can
quite believe the sustenance system will have
a demoralising effect on the people on the
group settlements. But what appeals to me
most amongst the Commission’s recommenda-
tions is this one—

That the whole work of preparing the

farms be completed under piece work.
I agree witlh that, and I congratulate the
Commissioners on having had the boldness to
make snch a recoinmendation. Tt must have
caused them a great deal of eonsideration;
they must have weighed it very carefully and
tried to conceive the effects of such a recom-
mendation. They have had the courage of
their convietions, and have definitely recom-
mended that clearing should be done hy
piscework. However, I do not know that
we should e so very much surprised at that,
for 1 am reminded that only a year or two
ago, when the governing body of the trades
and labour organisations in Western Ans-
tralin decided to make extensive alternations
and additions to the Trades Hall, they, like
business men, went to a competent firm of
architects, had plans and specifications
drawn, and in due eourse called tenders and
had the work done to their complete satisfac-
tion by confract labour., T give them credit
for that.

Hon. .J. E. Dadd: Tt coul:l not be helped.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T do not know
whether il could or not; at the same time I
vive them credit for a display of buainess
acumen in getting the work done in that
manner. I will take members further hack
still and show them that it is not a new
idea with the Labour Party. Let me go back
to the days when the Parliamentary allow-
ance was £200. It was generally admitted
that memhers could not exist on that alone,
that they had to do something else in order
to keep things going. 1 remember that one
W. D. Johnson, afterwards a Minister of
the Crown, angmented his Parliamentary
salary by engaging in work as a buildar
and contractor.
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‘I he Honorary Minister: What was wrong
with that?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: Nothing. But what
1 ask is why should the Fremantle Munieci-
1-al Couneil be told that they shonld do cer-
tain work by day labour wher the Labour
Party thought fit to earry out alterations to
their own Trades Hall by contract.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Day labour under con-
iract.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: A very good idea.
Rest assured that when the work is carried
out by contract, the coniractor will see that
the men do a fair day's work for a fair day's
pay.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Was the work done
under the 44 or 48 hours arrangement?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I am not concerned
whether the men worked 44 or 48
hours, The point I wish to make is
that the recommendation signed by Tom
Moore, J, Lindsay and W. D. Johnson is
that the whole of the work at the group
settlements should be completed on the
piecework system. Quite right, too, and
I am sure that it will be carried out at a
reasonable cost, and moreover, will be well
done. Just another point about the contract
gystem, The Governor's Speech, amongst
other things forecasts an amendment to the
Industrial Arbitration Aet. 1 hope the
Leader of the House will note my remarks
and will see to it that his colleagnes will not
fail to inelude in the amending Bill a pro-
vision for the cortract system.

Members: No hope.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: If that is not done I
assure the Minister that something will be
said. I do not intend o say much about set-
tlement at Salmon Gums and Norseman. We
have heard all about those places as well as
Kalgarin, Bencubbin and other districts. But
T may be pardoned for making some refer-
ence to what is said in the Speech about the
metropolitan water supply. Wa in the metro-
politan arca are very charitable; we listen to
the voicing of the requirements and com-
plaints that come from country districts, and
we take with a grain of salt all the abuse that
is hurled at us, and the references that are
made to us as parasites existing on the prim-
ary producers. Tt will be admitted that the
water supply for the metropclis is a matter
of importanece. We all know from experience
the value of a good water supply and we
know what it is to be short of water. We
find that all sorts of regulations have been
framed, and that these regulations impose
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hardships upon the consumers ¢f water. The
176,000 people in the metropolitan area have
had to endure hardships as a result of the
regulations in existence.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: We have even had
to go a day without water.

Hon. J. NDUFFELL: A week without
water.

Hon. €. ¥, Baxter: That siztement is not
correct.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1t is eorrect, and
consumers in some parls of ihe metropolis
had to be supplied with water from a cart.

Hoan. T. Moore: They were lucky to get it
that way.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: We are a long suf-
fering people in the metropclitan-suburban
area, but we manage to get there somehow or
other,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: ‘That is not so had as
having to cart waber 20 miles.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: During last session a
select rommittee was appointed to go into
the question of the metropolitan water sup-
ply. Unfortunately, it was such a big ques-
tion that notwithstanding verv eclose atten-
tion to the work and the examination of
many witnesses, it was quite impossible for
that commitiee lo complete its task earlier
than it did. Even then, it was towards the
end of the session. It will be remembered
that in October an interim report was pre-
sented to this House. The report was made
beeause it was realised that it v-as imperative
something should be done immediately. At
that time we were not satistied with the work
that was being carried oot &t Churchman’s
Brook. The committee were convinced that
a great mistake would be made unless the
pipes which were manufacinred for that
scheme, and which at that time were not on
the road, were diverted from tbhe Church-
man’s Brook work to the Mundaring scheme
as it was proposed to do. The object was to
provide employment for those who were out
of work, There was absolutely no chanee
whatever of gelting any water from Church-
man’s Brook during last summer although it
was anticipated by the department and the
public were so informed by the Minister.

Hon. J. 4. Holmes: Were those pipes so
diverted?

Hon, J. NUFFELL: No. Instead, all the
available motor lorries were engaged to move
those pipes with all possible haste. There
was no go-slow about the husiness. Eventu-
ally they were drapped along the road from
Churchman’s Brook to the city, and the Mun-
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daring scheme was not laken into considera-
tion.  Nor was any notice taken of ihe
interim report; it was left to be debated
before the committee by one man.  Thal
one man stood hetween 176,000 people in
the metropolis and a water supply for the
summer months.” We did not get any ad-
ditional water from Mundaring, nor did we
get a drop from Churchman’s Brook, al-
though a promise was made that we should
have it in January. To show the anxiety of
the Minister for Works, on the Gth January
last, he issued instruetions for the curtail-
ment of water supplies in the metropolitan
area, That instruetion was issued earlier
than had ever heen done befors and it elearly
indicated that soincthing tad gone wrong,
that someonc had slipped. No water was
available from Churchman’s Brook, although
it has been promised. By an act of Pro-
vidence we got summer rains, an unusual
thing in this par{ of the State. Those rains
hegan in January and conlinued at infer-
vals through the summer period, and in that
way obviated the need for the watering of
gardens and lawns with sprinklers. What
is the position to-day? The Governor’s
Speech contains this paragraph on the sub-
jeet of the water supply.

The construction of the pipe line to bring
water from the Canning and Wongong cateh-
mént areas to Perth was commenced early in
the year, and it is snticipated that sufficient
water will thus be made available from pipe-
head dams on the Canning River and Won-

gong and Churchman’s Brooks to ensure an
adequate supply for the coming summer,

I hope with all my heart that the Govern-
ment's desire in this direction will he eon-
summated, but I have my doubts. I am
afraid that in the coming summer we shall
be in the same predicament as we have
always been in. If the Government are
able to assist us to the extent of providing
water from the hils they wiil do so, but I
am afraid that it will not be in their power
to do so. T eongratulate the Government
on many things they have anccomplished. I
fee! sure thal if everything goes well they
will render a good account of themselves
and will receive support, provided, of
course, they do not introduce any wild cat
proposals that savour of communism, and
lry to foree them down the throats of mem-
bars of this Chamber. I would not have
alluded to this subject but for having seen
in the “Worker” certain references to pro-
posals of the Government,
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Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Do you read the
“Worker”?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I read it every week
and it is a paper that 1 can recommend to
hon. members.

Hon. H. A, Stephenson: What is it good
for?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: 1f the hon. member
does not read it he misses a good deal be-
cause it gives the side of a question about
which my colleague perhops does not know
anything, that is, if be does not read
that paper. T will give one instance to
indicate the value of that paper. The
Labour Congress that sat in Perth a few
weeks ago carried a resolution to the effect
thai unless this Chamber passed measures
as they were sent to us by the Government,
the whole of those associated with the
nntons would hold stop-work meetings
simultaneously. Just think of it 1 Do the
unions imagine such an action would influ-
ence us?

Hon. E. H. Harris: Don't you think they
will do it?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: They can do it, but
do they think it will stop us deing what we
think is right? If anything is needed to buck
us up and make us give consideration—
serions  consideration, most minute con-
sideration—to the measures from the
Assembly, it will be a resolution such as
that passed by the Labour Congress. That
is one item I read in the “Worker.”

Hon. W, H. Kitson: What is wrong with
stop-work meefings?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: What is wrong with
them? YWhat is wrong with Mr. Ryce, Miss
Shelley, and so on? There is another mat-
ter I wish to refer to. It will be remem-
hered that a Federal Disabilities Commis-
sion came to Western Australia some time
ago to inguire into matters that we-
consider are not beneficial fo this State
under the Federal regime. There are a
great many things that Western Australia
has suffered from at the hands of the Fed-
eral Government. I am reminded of a
statement made by the Aecting Premier a
few days hefore the Premier returned from
London, Tt was to the effect that he had
received a message Trom the Commonwealth
Government that they could no longer con-
linue to colleet land and income taxes here
for Western Australia at the price agreed
upon. I think that price was 2% per cent.
commission. The Acting Premier stated in
the Press report that as the Treasurer
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would be returning soon from London he
would ask the Federal Government to allow
the matter to remain in abeyance until Alr.
Collier reiurned. The reply that he received
was that the matter was so important the
Federal Covernment could not wait! I do
not know what has happened since. I do
not know what has been done regarding
any increase in the commission for the
collection of land and income tax. I re-
memhber, however, that in 1917 when Mr.
Frank Wilson was Premier a motion was
moved in this Chamber and was spoken to
by 26 members. It was to the effect that
an alteration should be made regarding the
period at whieh merchants' returns for taxa-
tion purposes should be submitted. At that
time the Taxation Department’s financial
wear closed on the Hlst December, and the
motion proposed an alteration fo the 30th
June, The ostensible reason set ont in the
motion was to bring the Department into
line with the State and Commonwealth re-
gardine the elosing of the financinl vear and
to enalle merchants, manufacturers, and
others, who had fo take stock and balance
and render their returns on the 50th June
and the 31st December each year, to take
stoek and balance on the 30th June instead
of on the 31st December for the State taxa-
tion returns and on the 30th June for the
Federal returns. The motion was agreed to,
and it was stated during the debafe that the
primary veason for bringing forward the
motion was to enable the State department
to collect land and ineome tax for the Fed-
eral (Government on a 214 per cent. com-
mission hasis. The reason for the State
collecting the taxation was that we had a
permanent trained staff in our Taxation
Department, whereas the Commonwealth
Government had a department staffed only
by temporary ascistants who were em-
ploved for six months. Tt was real-
ised that those assistants were in the
Federal Taxation Departinent lonz enough
to gain a knowledge of the business
affairs of firms, and the impression
was created that it was not wise to
let sueh men acquire a knowledze of the
firms’ bnsinesses and then have them walk-
ing about the streets possessing that know-
lede.  What "happened? The Federal
Taxation Commissioner, Mr. Bwing, visited
Wesiern Australia and put his proposition
before members. He asked whether, in the
event of the Commonwealth (overnment
being prepared to take over the staff of the
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Taxation Department and colleet land and
income taxes on a 2% per cent. commission
basisg, leaving Mr. Black, the State Taxation
Commissioner, as Lhe liok between the
State and Federal Governments, that pro-
position would be acceptable. It was
accepted and finalised on those conditions.
To-day, however, notwithstanding the fact
that the Federal Government have suelh
huge surpluses, they realise the work is
costing a litlle more than they are geiting
out of Western Australia, This is anether
of those signs that make their appearance
from time to time that have justified the
Press in bringing such matters hefore the
State, to prove that we have not received
from the Federal (fovernment the treat-
ment we ought to have had. It will be
ohserved that at the commencement of
lis 8peech the (iovernor cxpressed appre-
ciation at being permitied to open the
second session of the 12th Parliament of
Western Australia, Ile also notified the
Parlinment of Western Australia that His
Majesty had heen graciously pleased to
appoint him as Governor of the Stale
of Western Australia in succession to Sir
Francis Newdegate. Hon. members who
have had the privileze of meeting His Ex-
cellency and Lady Campion since they have
heen in Western Australia are all agreed in
proclaiming that they are most excellent peo-
ple and that Sir William is an excellent re-
presentafive of His Majesly the King. Sir
William Campion is trying to follow on the
lines adopted by Sir Franecis Newdegate. He
desires to acquire his knowledge of this State
by means of a close personal touch with the
reople.  With that objeet in view he has
sef ont on his travels. Therefore we in West-
ern Australia Tealise that we are very for-
tunate indeed in having had sent out as the
representative of ihe King a man of Sir
William's ealibre, Judge of my surprise and
that of many others, teco. when on opening
Wednesdav's paper T read the following
teleeram under the headings “Awnstraiian
Governors,” “Mr. Lang's Proposal” :—

The Premider (Mr. Lang) said to-day that
he was quite sanguine that thc Home authori-
ties would accede to the request of the Gov-
crnments of the various States for the ap-
pointment of Australinn-nominated Gover-
uwors. The Premier now has in his possession
the memorinl which will he despatched to the
Seeretary of State for the Colonies as soon
as it receives the sigmatures of the Premiers
of the various States which have falien into

line with the request. It has already heen
signed by Mr. Lang and the Premier of
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Queensland (Mr. Gillies). Mr. Lang said that
he understood that the Home authorities had
signified some time ago that they would be
agreeable to give favourable consideration to
a request made by the whole of the Dominion
Governments concerning the proposed aboli-
tion of State Governors, The representationa
about to be made for Australian-nominazted
Governora was a very mild request as com-
pared with the abelition, and he did not an-
ticipate any difficulty in the way of the Home
Zuthorities accoding to the petition, whieh
wonld be forwarded in due course.

The part that interests us as a State followad.
The matter did not stop with the telegram
from Sydoey. Below that telegram ap-
peared, under the heading of “Mr. Collier
Signs Memarial,” the following :—

The Western Australian Government have
decided to agree to the rcquest made by the
Premier of New South Wales (Mr. Lang)
that representations be made to the Imperial
Government that, in future, only Australinnsg
ghould be appointed to the positions of State
Governors. The Premier (Mr. Collier) made
that announcement last might. Mr. Collier
gaid that, in common with other Premiers, he
had received a memorial which was to Le sent
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, fav-
ouring the appointment of Australian-nomin-
ated Governors. ‘‘The Cabinet agrees with
the memorial,’’ said Mr. Collier, ‘Tand it has
been signed and returned.”” Mr. Collier
would not express any personal views on the
question.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is no reflection
upon the present Governor.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: As a result it is my
intention to move an amendment to the Ad-
dress-in-reply as follows:—

But this House expresses its regret that

your advisers have thought fit to sign a mem-
orial addressed to the Sceretary of State for
the Colonies praying that State Governors in
future shall be Australians en a reeommenda-
tion by the Government for the time being of
each State,
In moving that amendment to the Address-
in-reply I wish to make it clear that I have
not seen the memorial and I do not know the
wording of it. I am satisfied that the re-
port appearing in the “West Australian”
warrants my taking this step. T amn sat-
isfied 1 am voicing the opinions of thousands
of people in Western Australia when I say
T do not desire that any change should be
made in the present system of appoeinting
State Governors.

Ion. . H. Gray: You have not got the
AN.A, behind you.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Never mind abouat
the A.N.A. T have the hon. member behind
me and many others. The fact remains that
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the present system of appointing Governors
has given complete satisfaction and that the
appoiniees for many years past have ren-
dered splendid service.- Let us recall the
services of such men as Sir Harry Rawson, a
former Governor of New South Wales, Sir
William Gibson Curmichael, one time Gov-
ernor of Victoria, and Sir Franeis Newde-
gate in this State. Sir Francis as he moves
about the United Kingdom, must be one of
the finest advertisements Western Australia
has ever had, for he is capable of giving this
State just the class of advertisement of
which it stands in such great need. He is a
man who has seen the State for himself and
who is able to explain to people in England
the opportunities and privileges that awail
those who care to settle in this country. Of
those who preceded him I might mention Sir
William Ellison-Macartney, Sir Harry Bar-
ron, Sir Frederick Bedford—in fact, all
along the line, without a single exception,
the appointments to this high office have been
judiciously made and have been the outcome
of mature consideration. Men selected for
such a high and important position should be
men having wide experience of Imperial
affairs.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Too much Imperialisra.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: They should be men
au fait with eonditions at the seat of Em-
pire, men who have earned distinction, men
well and worthily recomended by the Home
Olfice. A vast majority of the people in
this State are thoroughly satisfied with the
present system of appointing Governors. I
ean see very plainly that there is something
underlying this proposal to mominate Aus-
tralians for the position. .

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you think it is
meant to give Tom Walsh a chance?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I would not be sur-
prized at anything they did in that direetion.
We have seen wonderful things in the past,
and if the Government sncceeded in getling
this proposal through

The PRESIDENT : The hon. memher had
hetter not insinuate any of those ideas.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T am not insinuating
anything that is out of place; I am merely
sitggesting what might occur. We have had
experience of it before. We have heard Mr,
Brown take exception to an appointment
from npolitiecal life to the judiciary. The
less he says the letter; otherwise T shall
feel constrained to make statements that for
him wounld perhaps be hest left unsaid. If
effect were given to the memorial and the
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nomination of Governors were left to the
State Governments it is possible that all
future appointments would be political ones.
As the leading article in this morning’s
paper points out only a little while ago one
of the Premiers tried to make a position for
himself at Washington—a positien both un-
necessary and uncalled for. Fortunately, he
failed. I would recommend every member to
read that leading article. It indicates the
dangers that will confront us if the memorial
meets with success. I have moved the
amendment because 1 realise that a matter
of great importance is involved. Let me
give some reasons for my surprise at the
Premier having signed the memorial. A few
weeks ago he returned from the seat of Em-
pire after having met statesmen, financiers
and men of high standing. In England he
we well received; he obtained a good deal of
information and he had a good time. Those
privileged to hear the Premier’s utterances
in the Prince of Wales Theatre on his return
are not likely to forget it. It was one of
the finest addresses I had heard. From him,
therefore, I did expect something better than
his bowing to such a request by subseribing
his name to the petition. It is beyond me
how he could see what he saw, hear what he
heard, and be received as he was received in
the Old Country, and then almost immed-
iately after his return to the State counld
concur m the advoecaey of sueh a radieal
change. Maybe it was within the Premier’s
provinee to act as he did, but on a matter
of such importance he should first have con-
sulted Cabinet and the representatives of
the people in Parliament assembled, and given
them an opportunity to express their views.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 541 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day-—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WILSON (Collie) [4.33]: I shall
not detain the House very long. Were it
not for a litile episode this week, I would
rot have spoken. In common with other
members of the House I attended the Legis-
lative Council to hear the Governor’s Speech.
I lieard it and I believe the Governor was
there. In fact I did not see bim, but I
found out afterwards that he was hidden
from sight by some uniformed person occu-
pying the scat of the Chairman of Com-
mittees. Whether the Governor ever nodded
to me or to the back of that particular gen-
tleman, I do not know. The time has arrived
when we should have some manners dis-
played and we should see that no officer of
the Legislative Counecil stands in front of
His Excelleney. In fact I think a change of
programme would be very acceptable in this
House, because I think the Governor should
open Parliament in the House of the people
—the Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mr. WILSON: It is not too late in the
day to make the attempt.

Mr. Maley: We will have it over again,

Mr. WILSON: It is one of these things
that everyone appreciates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will have
Lo get better furniture here.

Mr., WILSON: I wish to econgratulate
the State upon the appointment of such a
distinguished soldier and gentleman as Sir
William Campion to the position of Gov-
ernor of this State. I 2lso wish to con-
gratulate ourselves npon having so worthy
a Lieutenant-Governor as Sir Roberf Ae-
Millan. At the same time I endorse the ae-
tion taken by the Premier in conjunction
with Premiers in the Eastern States relative



